PERSONALITIES
escape was Lord Curzon, who was really no friend of his,
I know he felt that deeply.
Another personality I would mention is the late Lord Raw-
linson, a soldier who, as his memoirs by Sir Frederick Maurice
disclose, had had a very varied career. I first met him when
I served under him when he commanded a brigade at Alder-
shot. In the early days of the war he appeared from Antwerp
or somewhere, and later commanded the Fourth Army with
great distinction. He had a most engaging personality, always
cheerful and always optimistic. He had some difficult times
on the Somme, but his courage never failed, and it was there-
fore a delight to his many friends when he came to his own
on August 8th, 1918, and his army moved forward to success.
His association with his Chief of Staff, Major-General (now
Field-Marshal) Sir Archie Montgomery-Massingberd, was
indeed a happy combination. In later years Lord Rawlinson
proved himself a very able and successful Conunander-in-
Chief in India.
Of Sir William Robertson I can say but little as I never
actually served under him, but I shall always treasure his
kindness to me on various occasions. I recall one particular
incident when I was Chief of Staff of the Canadian Corps at
Bailleul soon after the corps was formed. An A.D.C. came
to my office to tell me that Sir William Robertson, then CG.S.
of the B.E.F., would like to see me. I went down to see him.
in his car and he said: "Get inside." He said: "I hear you are
worried about things in the corps, so tell me." I did, and he
replied: "Don't worry, leave that to me." I did, and certain
changes soon took place. He had been told of these things
by his deputy, and I quote it to show the human side of this
great man who came out to see and help a comparatively
junior officer who he knew was up against certain difficulties.
I never forgot that kind act.
I pass for the moment to the Royal Navy.   It had never
been my privilege to meet the Royal Navy until I weat to
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